
Working with concrete can be hazardous

Potential hazards for workers with concrete include eye, skin, and respiratory tract irritation
from exposure to cement dust, as well as chemical burns from wet concrete.

Hazard

Exposure to cement dust can irritate eyes, nose, throat and the upper respiratory system.
Skin contact may result in moderate irritation to thickening/cracking of skin to severe skin
damage from chemical burns. Silica exposure can lead to lung injures including silicosis and
lung cancer.

Solutions

Follow these recommendations to prevent the exposure hazard listed above:

 Rinse eyes with water if they come into contact with cement dust and consult a
physician.

 Use soap and water to wash off dust to avoid skin damage.
 Wear a P-, N-, or R-95 respirator to minimize inhalation of cement dust.
 Eat and drink only in dust-free areas to avoid ingesting cement dust.

Hazard

Exposure to wet concrete can result in skin irritation or even first-, second- or third-degree
chemical burns. Compounds such as hexavalent chromium may also be harmful.

Solutions

Follow these recommendations to prevent the exposure hazard listed above:

 Wear alkali-resistant gloves, coveralls with long sleeves and full-length pants,
waterproof boots and eye protection.

 Wash contaminated skin areas with cold, running water as soon as possible.
 Rinse eyes splashed with wet concrete with water for at least 15 minutes and then

go to the hospital for further treatment.


